The presbyopic add. III. Influence of the distance refractive type.
The possibility of the distance refractive type-emmetropia, hypermetropia or myopia-influencing the magnitude and rate of change of the presbyopic add does not seem to have received systematic consideration. To address this possibility a further series of transverse clinical data on the progression of the presbyopic add is presented. Analysis of these data reveals the influence of the distance refractive type on the presbyopic progression. Hypermetropes appear to show a two-phase rise in add requirement whereas emmetropes follow a linear and myopes a curvilinear path over the four decades between 41 and 80 years of age. Nevertheless the magnitude of the binocular add requirement at a given age for each of the three refractive types is very similar and all three classes maintain an increasing requirement with advancing age.